
recognized rights touching the dead, there is no such
property in a corpse as is claimed in this case. It
says : " While the remains of the dead should be ten-
derly protected, their interment carefully guarded, the
mutilation of their bodies and the disturbance of their
sepulchre severely punished, and while all laws neces-

sary to that end should be passed and strictly enforced,
yet, even for this purpose, to make such remains the
absolute property of any one in the sense of objective
appropriation would be abhorrent to every impulse
and feeling of our nature."
But this view, the Court proceeded to explain, does

not apply to the clothes in which the body was clad,
and the watch on it. These were articles of personal
property to which the administrator had a legal claim,
and as they were destroyed he was entitled to maintain
an action for their value.

--^-

Correspondence.
INTRODUCTION OF ANIMAL VACCINATION

INTO AMERICA BY DR. MARTIN.
Mr. Editor.

—

One point in Dr. Waterman's letter
should be made a little clearer. Dr. Ephraim Cutter's vac-
cination of cows to which he alludes, was not true animal
vaccination at all, but simply retro-vaccination with
humanized virus. It is proper that there should be no
misunderstanding about this.
A word of personal explanation. I am not aware that

my letter " slandered a competitor." I merely stated such
facts (principally the sworn statements of Dr. Cutter him-
self) as seemed necessary to illustrate the position of the
two regular physicians involved. That my statements are
true is not disputed. That the facts are discreditable to
the parties concerned, is no fault of mine. If Drs. Gar-
ceau and Waterman, in response to my inquiries, had told
me " an honest tale, plainly told," I should never have
troubled you with the matter. No expression in my letter
to you can be tortured into an advertisement of myself.My sole object was to thoroughly expose, and explode once
for all, a false statement, deliberately made, tending to im-
pair the credit justly due to my father for an honorable
professional achievement. This I have accomplished, and
am content to leave the matter to the impartial verdict of
the profession. Very respectfully,

Stephen C. Martin, M.D.
Roxbury, Oct. 30, 1885.

DEATH FROM UNDELIVERED PLACENTA.
\p=m-\CASE OF MALPRACTICE.

Nantucket, October, 1885.
Mr. Editor,

—

A case has recently been brought to myattention as " medical examiner," which may be of interest
to the medical profession ; it indicates the desirability ofregulating the practice of medicine. I will submit extracts
from the view and autopsy with a portion of the testimony
of the witnesses and that of the accoucheur himself. I have
been careful to exclude nothing which I believe to be of
importance in the case in question.
On September 4, 1885, 1 was notified that Mrs. H. had

recently been delivered of a dead child, and the mother
dying soon after, it was the wish of the family of the de-
ceased that an examination should be made to determine if
possible the cause of death. Accordingly, accompanied byDr. Harold Williams, of Boston, on September 5th, I re-
paired to the home of the deceased.
We found the body well nourished and free from marks

of violence, saving two small punctures on the abdomen,
which had been made by the trocar used in embalming.

The face and body were markedly anaemic, nails bluish, no
ecchymoses. Rigor mortis had supervened.About eight inches of the umbilical cord protruded from
the vulva. At my instance Dr. Williams, as an expert, de-
livered the placenta, which he found partly in the cervix,
partly in the uterine cavity. The delivery of the placenta
was easily accomplished and was followed by a large quan-
tity of fluid blood and several large coagula.

The placenta, on careful inspection, was found to be
free from all evidences of adhesions, and was entire.
From Mrs. M., mother of the deceased, I learned that

Mrs. II. was a primípara, aged thirty-one years, of good
health ; that she was delivered at term. That the pains
were first noticed about 4 p.m., September 1st. That C.
D. Marsh, who delivered the deceased, arrived about 9 p.m.
the same day. That Mrs. H. was delivered by forceps at
5.40 A.M., September 2d. That the child was alive at de-
livery but died. That C. D. Marsh made no satisfactory
attempt to deliver the placenta. That C. D. Marsh left,
the house and came to the town of Nantucket, some six
miles distant, within an hour after delivery. That there
was much bleeding at the time of delivery and great pain.
That C. D. Marsh did not return until about 3 p.m. of the
same day. That when he did return he made no satisfac-
tory attempt to deliver the placenta, although Mrs. H. had
bled profusely during his absence. That C. D. Marsh
assured the family that the woman was in no danger, and
that there was no need of professional assistance, although
the family desired a doctor's aid. That C. D. Marsh
again left for the town of Nantucket about an hour later,
the placenta still being undelivered, and the woman bleed-
ing, and that he did not again return until about 9 a.m.,
September 3d. That Mrs. H. died about 11.30 p.m., Sep-
tember 2d, her death being preceded by bleeding, great
pain, and convulsions. That Mrs. H. became very pale
before she died.

1 immediately reported these facts to the Hon. H. M.
Knovvlton, District Attorney, who advised an autopsy.
Accordingly assisted by Dr. Williams, with Dr. Pitman and
Wm. Lawrence, Esq., as witnesses, a careful autopsy was
made.
The cerebral, thoracic and abdominal cavities were

bloodless and normal in appearance on careful inspection :

the uterus was large and flabby, unruptured, as was the
vagina. On opening the uterus it was found to be empty,
save one small clot about three-eighths of an inch in diam-
eter and some small shreds of decidua reflexa. The placen-
ta! surface was on the left side, extending from about one
inch above the internal os into the upper third of the uter-
ine cavity. Corpus luteum of pregnancy in right ovary.
I might add, no blood was found in heart or lungs, and but
a small amount of sanious fluid in the thoracic cavity.
Our opinion as recorded was :

—" From these facts observed in the autopsy and view, we
are of the opinion that death resulted from uterine hœmor-
rhage. From the evidences gathered from this autopsy
and the view preceding it, and from the statements of those
who were present from the delivery to the death of
H-, we believe this haemorrhage resulted from the non-
removal of the placenta, which neglect prevented uterine
contraction, nature's means of arresting haemorrhage. And
there has appeared to us no satisfactory reason why the
placenta should not have been removed."
C. D. Marsh, the accoucheur, is an irregular practitioner

of newspaper fame, his doings being recorded in the Boston
Globe and Police Gazette in the year 1879, I believe. C. D.
Marsh under oath deposed :

—That he used Codman & Shurtleff's pattern of forceps ;
that he attempted to complete the third stage of labor by
pulling on the cord, and the placenta not yielding he was
convinced there was hour-glass contraction ; that he did
not know the Credé method ; that before he left he con-
sidered the woman in danger, but that with the traction al-
ready mentioned and the addition of stimulants, he did all
that any physician could have done ; that she had recov-
ered from the shock of delivery, and that he left about 8
a.m. ; that he returned about 2 p.m. the same day ; that
had he attempted to deliver the placenta it would have
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